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Shopfront Design Guidance 
This document is Intended as a guide for those interested in 

renovating or installing a shopfront to their premises with 
particular reference to 'traditional' design elements in a 

shopping street environment. It is not intended to be used as 
a statutory document, but, more as an informal guide on various 
aspects of shopfront design. It is hoped this may help to ensure 
that any proposals will be a positive contribution to the retail 

unit and the street as a whole. 

Disabled Access 
Proposals for new or altered shopfronts must make 

arrangements to secure good and easy access for all members 
of the community, primarily by ensuring that there is sufficient 

access for those with dlsabllitles. 

Planning Permission 
Most alterations to shopfronts wlll require consent under 

the Planning Acts and Advertisement Regulations or both. 
Applicants must provide at least one plan and one elevation 

to represent the proposal as faithfully as is reasonably possible. 
They should include a drawing clearly showing the shopfront or 
advertisement in the context of the whole building facade and, 

where appropriate, details of the adjoining properties. 

Grants 
Assistance is sometimes available from the Borough Council, 

for restoration work, involving the installation of new shopfronts 
within conservation areas or those forming part of a listed building. 

Further Advice 
Applicants are advised to consult the Planning Division 

before making an application (see address below). This is 
especially applicable when there may be cases where a designer 

may prepare a scheme which substantially differs from the advice 
offered here. It would not mean that it is unacceptable, but 
such a solution would need to satisfy high design standards 

in order to satisfy its suitability. 
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INTRODUCTION 
MANY SVCCESSFI./L ANO POPl./1.AI?. .SHOPP/N' AA£AS TODAY ME THOS.E 

WHl<H ~,"'£A AN ATTA.AC 7'/V.E ,,O,t.~ASAAl'r.SNOl",.,,A/~ ENV/,llONM.l:N TIN 
A/Jb/T/tJAI TO 1'J'E/UIV~,!: OF SN~S ANPJ&/?V/C£S f./S UAU V £XPEC T.!:b 
F/?"""1 TNEM· f/VIN .If .19f£FE/lfENCC, fh'O,-.,..EAS Wl~t NOT VT r?J,f 
MEL>IOC;tfE O,.c\ I/NATT,!?ACTIV'£ EIVV//.(OIVM.ENTJ. ,.eNEP.AL 
IMMOVEMENTS SVCII AS P.t"()EST/M'IN/SATION1 ENHANCEMENT 
SC,YEMES, hVCi.VOINf i.ANbfCAPINt; ANbPLANT!Nf AU. CONTIUBVTE 
TOWAAl)S C/lEATIN~ "'NATTAACTIV,E ENWAdNMENT. HOWGVE){, MVCII 
CAIV IE ,,fC.N/EV.EO AV T/:,'ft+f$ O,' t/P~MO/Nt; rh'C J"h'OPPIN~ AREA 11Y 
.5.l""El</M; n, IMl"',10V£ Bt//.(.0/Nt; F'_,,CAOES W/TII W.i!.t.i. /JIEflt;/VE/) 
S~F,fa.vrs WHICH WI.U ~ll.EATt.Y CONT-'?181./TE TO A L/VEL.~ 
IIVT£JqESTtlV;. ANO ATT.R,,,,CTIVE ENVIA'ONML"/VT £/VRJY£0 8Y .SHO,¥E,f.'S. 

SHOPFRONTS 
At T~H /NL)!Wt}VAL SHOPFRONTS MAYOJV,.()' BE SMAJ.J. VA/ITS, 7'HfY 

8EC~E po,Nf/NANT F£ATVl?ES W#FN ~AOV/ICO T0t;£TH6A.- POO.At. DEM;A! 
CANf/iO()E TH.tQl/,,,l.lTYO.,-A S/Nt;J..E SH~FA'ONTM A W/f'Ot.E STlfeET 
SC.ENl:1 771'£,f'E.RWE CA,fEFVt.. C"aNS/l)E,qAT/0,V SHOVW 8£ ~/I/EN "ID 77tF 

·"--'' 
-,_ - ~ -

£)£~/~IV OF 51'10/IMOA/Tf TO .ENJ"V,i'E 7"'AT 
A .J"l/lT'A4t.,£ .SOl.llTl(}N /S ;fCH/£V&O• 

rHE T#,'?M 'RfCAPE '/S VSELJ 17J PEFIA/1!' 
Tift WHO.tF &l.E VlfT/0¥ Cl'" ?JYEll&l/~/IV'Y, 
WhliE 7}/J;SA'O,.,#r,9o,VTCtW.C,'?S ONiY TltlfT 
!+IATWH/cH IS ATt;.llOf.AVL) t..~va . or-r&N 
JltJIJ..D/N~.S HAVE IIVTEAESTtN~ D~TAILS 

'-
~ b :a, -

>= WN/c::.,Y N££J') n,,BE EMPl'IAS/$£0 AND 

A£SPECT~P·HOW£V.!'~;-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---1-
IT IS dN.£ Y THE 
Jh'aPWINDCW WHICH 

q • -n-. 
IS TH£ M;f/N AIUA c:)C' l· COAl.f'OL£ 
IN T£1?£ST TO n,,£ ,8/{!'fCKE T 

-n-.; ~ 

" -
~ ~ ~ 

D D Sh'0/0-P.J!~. -.. @I i 

Ill ~Ill ~ 
~ 
~ r = 

IINFORTIINAT.CL Y, IN LUTON, Mt/CNoR,INAL. 

.2· COI/NICf 

:,.rASC/,4 

9- PILASTEI! 

5- T/UNSOM 

SHd,PF'~ONT PET-1/UN~ HAS 4£EN brSTR()Y.f-1), /MMAt;l!-P 6· MVt.L./tJA/ 
O,ll 0/St;VIS~() WITHMOLJr,fN PFRS.P~Y /f.£/IJ..,1C£M~NTf'. 
TtY£S.e AIU VNJYM,'AT,//ET/C TO~OTH Tll'E 8Vl.t.OIN(jS 
CHAAACTE~;t,VP THeST/i££T.SC.£NE. A'N£rro11r 
ShOUt.O 8E MAO£ 'TV,tfETA/N (Y? /NCtJ,R/'0/fATE 
0-fl~/#JL F&ATVA~S' WHKH MAY IJE l/NCOV£/i£D A.S l'f 
t'l£Slli.T CF ,1.t. T£1'1A TIOA/S M TIYE /f£MtJVAt. tJF If 
/11t?IU l?~CeNr .1'h41".F,'fo,vr. 

At. TIJfJCA;H THii BO/?OV(iN COVA/Cl.£ WdlliO 1./t"E TO SC6 
r1t,f' ..eE-1,YTtf'OOPCTlt.'N or TlfAPIT/ONA.t.. J'#tV'F.f'dNT.S 

r · CIU 

8·.fTAtL-flSE/? 

'f. IJOO,f 
RECESS 

TRADITIONAL/.. Y SHOPFRONTS /NC.l.(..10/: !-

z 

® 

CJ 
dA/ C.f:,f'T,,YIA/ 8(//L.()/,1/t;f /T IS A/()T THFI/? /Al T~NT/Q1.I -1-----------------------------+ 
~ WISH 7Z)£A/CO(/~At;.£ M'£ ,P/(0L/F£'AATION OF ,PLi.1(10/) S'l'l'OPFA'ON.13"' AU OVE,f 77'/'E n,w,,v., A't£(j;fl't/')/..E~ OF Th'~ Ch'AtfACTEtit er 7J'YE 
1/Vl,UJ/Nt;- A ~&,R!Ob S'ht'-°F,1'0/VT MAY /.1£ AAP!fOt",'f'/A1"6 /,t/ .SOME CASES., HOWEV£R /N fC,,VE/?/(L A COIIIT6MA::;),f'A,RY_, l,V;VOV;(T/VE 
,,fNP W.E.t..l.. /JGS/t;A/5 P SC/l'tSMC WHICH USES T!i4/JIT/OII/AL £.t...EMENTS U/?£F'VLLY ,R~~ rEP To 7J¥E BVN./)//Vt;, l7S /tt;E, ANO / TS 
.J'U,f,fcvA/0/Nt;J" /$ OFT!:N L/"',£.t..y n, 8£ .PRl!Fi:-~A8£~. 

GROUND RULES 

HEl(E! 

mm 
Off 

'tic RE! 
W'IIIJ.li 1'111!. N.6'W 'MOM.fN . .PIS/'J.AY WIL.L.fTAIVO 

0(/T, IT AL.so MMA<;,!'S 77rF .!Tiff.FT OYMACrEA'. 
$VT £V~NrV"'1U. y &V.£.&lYOtlV~ /')()ES 7...+'e" 

$4ft1'&1 fA/ITH NC ON~ $#OP ST?/NINNt; ()"7 
FROM 7JfE ,us,; W/Th The A'£S'V~T !'7YA 7 rnc· 
.FTA'Eer ;VOW .(.()(7/FS T,,,,CA;)'., V/11,,fTT,'?ACTIV/;. 
A'N.0 Ot;,;R'1LJ£0. 

Nt"W Mo.o£RN,DIS/',t;fYS .OMW ATTeN'Tl()N IN 
A ~V.0£ WAY Wl/1'ST P£fTA.OYIN~ TNf 8V/L.Q/,',/f5 
,1,.,"'.£,1/f,1,¥6,C 

ST!WCTURAL LOC,IC 
WHEN £XTEtVSIV£ t;"-AZINt; /.5 1/.fEO T/fE tl~r'e'I{ 

.JTOAIES .lJcNOT ~dO,f'SU.Pr'Ol?TE/) $VT APr'..&1,R 70 BE 
;r~tJATIN~ a,,v,.,,, .l'Z/,MS'Y P/&C.E or,;,Af.f" . .fNt:JPr'tfONT.f 
J('('()VL.() LO<J~.fTAVCTVtfA~,l.y JVPAl-fr&".o Wh'IJ..E 
ALSO F,<,,fM/N~ TlfE P/S.P,t.AY W//\ll)OW, 
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IIOR!ZON7AL & VERTICAL £MPltASIS 
T/fE £Ye T..f',1VEiS MO!?~ C,AS/.t.. r HO,,f/ZON T,iLL y THAN' 

Vt"R TICAU y. ,A tfM:slt;IV W/TN ST/fONt; Vf!',fT/CAl. 1.../A/£$ 
Wli/.. IIOt.P TIIE CU.f'TOMl:~S EYES ~ A ~ONft:I? ,oe..t,.t,b 
??MN THOI£ W/TH/1 HOIU,ZQIVT,11.. EMr't'/AS/S • 8 ;f/l"&AA.5 
WIPCN TIIAN A ()(/E TO T#E .t..oN~EA' .PC/?IOP rM 771£ EYO:S 
TO T~/1V£L A Cl?OS'S 771'£ 1,/.CA'T/CAL .t..Ml'ES ON ~E 
,l"';foNnt~e. 

5HaPFA'4VTS 4/IOUiP 
NOT L'cSTl?OY me 
INO/V/0(/ALITY or 
BV!~/)/Al't;J, BVT 
.f/'fOII~/) EM,ONASIS 
7,'/£/A' O/FF£1f£NCES. 

FISH 

-· (iOOlJ 

ALL THE 

bcS/t;N /S /f 

SAME 
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IHI Im 11 a'a\s 
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~ 
AA/ EXAMl'LL OF A ,;ao.o A,Vb "110 

AP/'.l?OACh'. THC fi,,fST Sh'Ot" h',fS 
ll.S~.t) ,lftV EXCE.SSIVE,t. Y "-"1-'~£ 
F/fSC/A BO/fl?b ,4fO.T~CT/Nlf CV.!A 
i?,;E r'/~,,.ffTG~f., -RA/Set) n:,o H/t;,¥/ 

VA//M/f~l,V.;fl7V£ v.rt: or S/i;"...v.f WITH 
£XTENSIW V...V.IA"o;retV~~,,,,Z/A/tj, 

~O()!) bCS/t;.tV N.EEO NO r 
NE(ESS,1/?,/.J. Y 8£ ¥T/f/fD/TION/U •• 

(iOt7lJ ,1l>Ve,t?T/SeMENT ·-

• 

•• 

FASCIA BOARDS 
FASCIA BOA-fPS AMfLEOOOWNW,MIJS, WHEAE ~ 

REL£VAN'T, ,ME MO-'?E a>VV£N/ENT FOR 7'YE 
P£/J£STR/AIV SffOPl"£R 

WffE,fE l"OSS/BLE THE)'SHOtlt:1)8.: FA',fM£!)BY 
P/L,fSTE/?S ,M,I) ,OA'BE.t.S, COl'INICES ,1Np M'Otlt:0/,V-,$" 
OF .f0,4-7E A7.'(M. -s:::::;? 
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/130/\R"u\x \BOARD!./ 
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SEUJR11Y 
GRILIS&S 

~ 
IF SEC/l,f!7Yt;l1/LLS OR SHll7TcR5 ARE PEEMEO ESSEN7ML1 

7/IEY Sl{OULP BE OF f/JOIJ OES!t;N WITH TH/i SHI/TT£!'. BOX 
IJEINC, /,t/ST/ILLEO Be/f/NO THE FASCIA BOAJ?(). 

FASCIA BOARDS .SNOV<P NOT atJSCVl'IE 
OTHEI/ B//lt:IJ/Nt;S, ARC!t/TECTUR.ALIJ£TAIIS, 
E/vC/!O,fCH ON TltEfiAST ."1:ao)I 

WELL Dl!.Slt;NED !'IIO:rECTINC, ,,.._ lfAN'41N4 Slt;NS W/fERE ,ff'f'l10/'!IATE C/!N C,11El1TL:I' /1/)P 70 me Ct/,f/(/f(TEII. CF /fN ,11/&/. 
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7lif tlSE Or 
N!<;/ff.Y RErf.-EC77VE 
,;1.ossr fiN/S/t'EP 
M,fTf-fMLS .S//Wf./J 
BE ,fl/0//JE/)1 ,1S 
Sffotlt.l) /IV TffAW ,fU Y 
li./.tlMIIY,1TcfJ 
F4.SCIA5-

LEVEL W/N'.POWCIUS 01'! eX TENIJ 
V,V/;1/T,E//RV,OTEP AC/lOS:, A NVM8E// 
o,... BVILD/!Vt;S, ~ 

SHOP WINDOWS 
AES,HETICALl Y LAl/~E At<MS o, t;LASS f'/1ES£NT A l/,fT/(£/1 BtANK ASf'£CT ro TlfE ST/IEE T- 7/tE 

IN T-fOPVC Tlt!N OF Wl#IJOW .SVl!l!IVISIOI.IS OR MVtl/0,VS HEA Tl Y IMt'n'OVEC 77i'E ,ft't'£4,f;f,,1/C£ OF 77fE 
.SIIO/'F,fOl'/T• -s:::::;? 
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QlJ D 
~~'ft"'~D DID rn 

[ ~fl,Z[;W l [W D 
[ Ifill~filE[Jillm [Iw ~ 
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L£TT£,f!M 'f ON 7"'£ FASC/,f .J'hf1V/.D8E PAIi/TEP, 

7 )(£1) af P//O,TEC7/Nt; IN ,f STY,£ Al>'P 
0/'-f/A TE ro Tiff S/td,'r)l'OIYT-

EN(-fAYEIJ, r, 
COLot'/? At'P/1 
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STALLRISERS 

X 

~ 
71(£ STA/.LRISER fENERALLY 

/'/{()VI/JES .A S<Wl) 1//St/AL BASE 
TO T?tE 8111/.0/Nt; A//l!RrON7A,£ 

IT ALSO P/IOV/OES A /'ROTeCTIV£ ~ 
,1!{£A 8ETw.eN THESNo,o WNOOU/ 
AN{) TIIE S"TR££7 LEV£L. 

ST'1U/IIS£/IS RAISE 

~ ANY W/tVA?W DISPLAY TO 
,f NOi(£ VISIBt:£ 1.-EYEL 
FOi( 7JIE SNO.Pr'.E,'?. 

Ft/1.t l£Nt; T/f -,U.Zl#t; 
ltVCcRTAIN S!Tt/AT!ONS f\_ 
Wll£,V FOl{M/N'f IHR 7 OF V 
A W£U. D£Sl~t't.e0 
.11P/'NMCd 77) me 
S HOt'FII.ON'T CAN 8£ 
E r"r".iCTI \.;f". 

MATERIALS & COLOURS 
l?fE MATERUL, t/.,-£p /N.S/IOPFRONTS S/TOV1.P Bf O,F ,1 (i<N'/) QVAUTY ANIJ /Jtl/MBI.-E, WHILST ALSO 

C(),'f/'f.FM'ENTl/1/-, TltEBl//t:0/Nt;. MATERIAL> TIUIJIT/OAIALLY VSEO /1/1£ WtJtJP, 81{/Ctr, t,L,1J'S, 3TONE, 
AA/IJ 8-fASS. (00/J OtlAUTYMOL),:l?IV MAT~RIA/..S AI/E. ,4/..SO /ICCEl'TA.SLE, Wlr'ILST ,'t>,?A' Qt/,1L/ry' 
At V,'fl,f//VM, LAMIMfTEP ,fA/IJ ,O,t.,fST/C P4tV.EL.t.l~ AR.E /I/OT />Rf/"'£114&..E-

7?Y.E rY?E Or COLOV,1/ J/c/lEM£ AIJOPTE/) .,-&JVLI) 6.£ Cl" '1 tY,fTVHE H/H/Ctl Ct><t,'LEME,VTS ,,,.,,,,, 
Btl/1.-/JIIY<; ,ftl//) T/!'E .SVA'ROtl,1/.0IAI,; AA'fA · V/,ft<'A#'T o,f v'/fA'IS/1 COLOVA'S /f,fE /YOT v',E,V4,fALLY 
rlfVOUI/A,BLE -

I 

CJ 

C 

DOORWAYS 

~ 
POOR WAYS ,,..,,,,ue A Slt;'N/ F/ CAN r /.Ml'.,fC 7" ON Tit& OVJ!'~,,,,/.l.. 

l'f,.0.,P,E,f/yf,VC/: QP TH& 8(//Ll>/M; AAIOST.fE6T .SCEA/e IIY,1/JO/A/4 
~EL IC F n:> 7WC ~..-1<,6' /!NO 8Y ,8,fEAKINt; DoW'N Ttte 
.SCALE or 1716 6C/l.t..DJN~· Wt?L.L I.IT ReCtS5El> DOOlf'WlfYS 
AL.~o ..-tftJv1oe V4.'f'IC TY AN[) 1/VTe-~6.fT n, me Slr'O""'""'°.V7. 

A 8t!ILIJIN<; W/f/Cli IS ,1cce.ss,6t.e TO Peo?u, WITH 
/)/$;f8JL./T/CS /S BeTTE~ ,P'O~ At.L VS~l?S ~ mvs, .$l.lCI( 

rlfct/../T~S Ml/ST 8E P~OVIDE,IJ WH~IIEVt;/i!. Pc~S/4U=.• 
-s:::::;7 

)( I 

0 
C 

7/fE <ISE Or 
ILUIMINATEO 
PIIOTeLTINt; BOX 
Slt;NS ANP 
APVEl?TISEMEA/TS, 
ES/'EC/;/LI )' ON 7/fE 
///'!'ER EILVATIONS 

WNE/1£ SHOPS lfAVE INST,11.LEO ~ 
>ECVl{/TYSHUTTEIIS 
WITH0//7' ANY 1/Ei,,f,f(J TO 
TH£111 ,t/'/l://,f,1NCE A ~ OF TH~ SUit.PiN<(~ 

SlfOVLD Be 
AVO/Ol!D. 

WELL /)e51t;NEP 
WINDOW 5/t;,t/.f 
PAINTED 0/VTO 
711£ C,l,lfS ARE 
/l{(.ePT,18/.£ · 

WIIOt.lY INHt'Sl'ITABL,E EA/V/AONMENT IS CR£ATCt) Wlf£tV TW# S//t?,P /$ Cu:JStP. S£?V~1TY 
t;,f!t:LS W/tlC/t CAN 8E SEEN 7HROUC,I( ARE PR£FeRREIJ, WIIE.THefl. SET /,V-F/{0/IT OR. BflltVO 77fE 
WtN(JOW, -15 THEY ALLoW /'ASSet<S-IIY TO VIEW 7'f£ .,-/f0t'rl(O/v7 ,1N~ Pl.,-P"-'f'Y Wit/I.ST T/fE­
P~t?HISt::5 1u:Ml1/M secu/(~- Si1U77£I? Boxes $/fO{)L.b 8C INCO.Rt't,R..1r~ /NTO 77'f£ 
S1tOP/',f0N7 1J£S/',A/· 

BLINDS & CANOPIES 
/Al TH£ TOWN C,ENT,,f£ F£W OF THE SHOPS HAVC 4t./NP.f 0~ 

C/fl/0/'/£S, /fOWeV£// IF INS7/ltLEt) rdf)' S'IIPt/Lt) Bf l'IET,UCT,fBLE, 
t;OOP~t/,fl/7)' AAIIJ 0/' A AION-//EFtECT!//E FINIS/J'. 

-0--

T7f£ ,tDD!rlO// o, 
CANOPIES ANO tl/.lNOS 
AOP VARIET'f ANP 
COi.Oii!'. 77J 7HE SfilEET 
SCENE, YET, TPO 
M,1NY CAN 81= 
OVEP.8£//RIN!i · 

CORPORATE IMAGE 
Fl/1115 WITH CORl'OR..ATE 

/M,tt;ES ANPS T,1NIJ,1,f P /t0VS£ 
STY/.eS SHOlllD AOOPTAM,01(£ 
Ft.EX/BI.£ Al'/'AOACH Th'AII\I' ~ 
ft.AS SOM£'r1M£S BEEN TflE 
CASE IN rHE PAST. ntE Air'! 
..f'NOUJ.1JB£ 7'"() MAI/YTAIN TH£ 
,1,fC/IIT£CTV/Ut: IIJcNT!rY ,1NP 
MERITS Or IWP/V/OVAL 
BVILIJ/Nt;.S. 
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IIAN4"/tVf BASKETS/I.VP W/tVtl?W BoKES /"1t'A'OVE-
r11E Al'/'E,fMNCE 0/' THE Bt//;./ll/V/j ;f,V/) OF ?l'fE ~ 
£NT/A£ .STAEET Sce,VE. FLOJ'I/IL .P/St'L ,1 YS Mf 
BE/Nf A'f·/NTROPVCEP //NP EA/COVl?AoEP IN 
,HE Sl(O/'f'/Nt; AIU:,15. 

Vi£ V.SE OF fJECO,fl/TIVE ,1,lfClil TEC 7WII/L 
lhdNWPA'.'1' 1 t;..:.,,f Z/N~, T/MBE,,t? OA' J"Tt'N.CWO,fK., 
MOV/.8£1) B,1/ICKO/? ,OLASTE:,1/. W/T,l'//V ANY 
SffO,"r/90,VT JrtlEME WILL C//1<,fTE VIS<IAl 
/N r.E"l~Sr A'tVP VAIU.CrY. 
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