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Leaving a legacy

Keepmoat was delighted to host
its first Kick-start employability
programme on the Marsh Farm
estate.

The two week programme aimed to give local
unemployed people a boost to their
employment prospects. A barrier for many
people looking for work in the construction
industry is the requirement to hold a CSCS
card; most contractors and major house
builders require construction workers on their
sites to hold a valid card. A key aim of the
programme was to support the candidates to
achieve this, opening up their prospects to
sustainable employment in the construction
and related industries.

Candidates also took part in a range of fully
accredited health and safety training courses,
employability skills and practical ‘hands on’
work experience. Through a visit to the Marsh
Farm site office and a ‘Q&A’ with the site team,
they were also able to experience a site
induction and gain an insight into the day-to-
day activity on a busy construction project.

A highlight of the programme was the practical
work carried out in the local community. Henge
Farm, formerly derelict land on the Marsh
Farm estate, has been reclaimed by the
community and transformed into a working
‘farm’, enabling local people to grow fresh
produce, get involved in outdoor activity as
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well as providing an Iron Age educational
experience. Over two days, our Kick-start
participants worked alongside Keepmoat staff
and our grounds contractors, Dawkins, to
prepare and erect a perimeter fence. This was
a great way of encouraging the group to work
together as a team, as well as putting into
action the various safety considerations that
had underpinned the classroom based
sessions.

At the end of the two week programme,
Luton’s Mayor, Dave Taylor, presented the
group with certificates at a ceremony on the
estate.

Jane Calvano, Kick-start graduate

Eve Waysome, Kick-start graduate and Marsh
Farm resident
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John Leckey, Kick-start graduate and Marsh
Farm resident

Building the fence at Henge Farm

Dave Taylor, Mayor of Luton
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