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Welcome to adoption 
Start your exciting journey here... 

Luton Council recruits adopters from a wide variety of backgrounds as the best way of meeting the needs 
of our children. We are proud to be part of the Adopt East alliance. Adopt East is a regional adoption 
alliance which brings together the professionalism, skills and expertise of eight local authorities and two 
voluntary adoption agencies, from across the East of England and in partnership with Adoption UK. For 
further information please visit the Adopt East website www.adopteast.org.uk 

Your enquiry is hugely appreciated. Without dedicated adopters, the lives of many vulnerable children 
would be even harder. 

We hope you find this pack useful. If your specific questions are not covered, please do not hesitate to call 
us. Our contact details are on the back cover of this brochure. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

www.adopteast.org.uk


 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

What is adoption? 
Adoption is a way of providing a permanent home 
for a child who, for various reasons, cannot remain 
with their birth parents or extended family. 

We need to find nurturing permanent homes for 
children of all ages from different backgrounds, 
ethnicities and religions. 

Many children who find themselves in this position 
have come from backgrounds with truly difficult 
experiences. 

You have the power to change that life experience 
and to make a real difference by adopting a child. 
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Who can adopt a child? 
Adoption could be for you whatever your age, 
ethnicity, religion or background. As an adopter you 
need to show that the children placed in your care 
will be safe and well looked after; we therefore 
have requirements that you will need to satisfy. 

We welcome enquiries from you if you are: 

■ over 21 years of age, healthy and able to take on 
the demands of parenting a child 

■ single , married or in a partnership 

■ from any race, religion or community 

■ with or without children 

■ a tenant or home owner 

■ we don’t rule out people with a disability, but we 
do take this into consideration 

■ not a British resident? Please have a chat with us 
about your status of residency. 



  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

   
 

 
 

 

    
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Why adoption might not be right for you at 
this point ... 

Space 
If the child would not have their own bedroom 
and sufficient areas to live and play.  However, if 
you have the potential to increase the size of your 
property we will give this consideration. 

Infertility treatment 
We will be unable to take a registration of interest 
form from you if you have or are still having 
infertility investigations or if it is less than six 
months since they were completed. 
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Relationships 
All of those close to you, who may be involved 
in a relationship with the child, will need to be 
ready to accept an adopted child into the family; 
be prepared to undergo various checks i.e. have 
a Disclosures and Barring Service check (DBS), 
references and a medical. 

Health 
If you have an underlying health issue that could 
compromise you parenting a child into their 
adulthood. 

Financial stability 
If you have significant debts and no agreed plan to 
pay these off. This is particularly important where 
this threatens your home such as mortgage or rent 
arrears. Debts will not exclude you but you will 
need to show how you can pay them off. 

Convictions 
If you have a criminal conviction for an offence 
specified in the Adoption Agencies Regulations 
2005. You can check this at: 

www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/389/ 
contents/made 

Please let us know about anything which might 
be of a concern to you. We will respect your 
confidentiality and deal sensitively with the 
information that you give us. 

www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/389


 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Next steps... 

The initial enquiry 
Following receipt of your initial inquiry a social 
worker will arrange to meet with you at home. 
The home visit allows us to gather some further 
information about you and to talk to you about 
adoption and the process. 

We can also talk to you about the children we are 
trying to find families for. 

Hopefully at the end of this initial home visit we will 
have answered a lot of your questions. Should you 
choose to pursue an application with us we will talk 
to you about your registration of interest. 

A decision whether to accept your registration of 
interest will be made within five working days of 
receiving it. If we cannot proceed with you, a letter 
will be sent outlining the reasons and signposting 
you to The National Gateway or other agencies. 
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Stage one - registration, 
checks and references, 
preparation and learning. 
(Up to two months) 
When your registration of interest has been 
accepted, we will both agree a stage one plan. This 
will set out responsibilities and expectations for 
stage one of the process. 

Each applicant will need to provide information 
about your family and we can help you with this. 
Each applicant will also need to undertake an 
e-learning module which you can access in your 
own home. This will enable you to learn at your 
own pace and gain an understanding of issues 
relating to attachment and loss for a child. 

You will receive support during stage one of the 
process which will include a home visit from a social 
worker. 
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Reference checks 
It is at this stage that we will need you to provide 
the names of three referees (one family member 
and two non family members who have known you 
for at least three years).  We will write to them in 
stage one and visit in stage two. 

We will write to your employer and if you are self 
employed you will need to provide us with the 
details of your accountant. 

A medical will be undertaken by your GP at this 
stage of the process. 

A Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check, a 
criminal background check will be carried out. It is 
important that you share anything that might come 
up with us. 

We will contact your local authority as well to 
confirm if you have had any involvement with 
them. 

If you have been married previously or have 
had a significant partnership, depending on 
circumstance, we may need to contact your 
previous partner for a reference or children from 
a previous relationship. We do understand that 
this is an area which needs to be approached with 
sensitivity. 

We will make a decision based on the work we 
have done with you during this period on whether 
you can continue to stage two of the assessment 
process. 

Before you can proceed to stage two of the 
process, medical and DBS checks will need to have 
been completed. 

Preparation and learning 
Preparation groups are attended by prospective 
adopters and you will be expected to attend in 
either stage one or stage two of the process. It 
is an environment in which you can explore what 
adoption has to offer, this includes both the 
challenges and the rewards. 

You will also have the opportunity to meet 
experienced adopters and talk to them about their 
experience of adoption. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 Stage two – agreement, home study training and adoption 
panel. (Up to four months) 

The stage two agreement - outlines the 
assessment process with your allocated social 
worker; this will include the dates of your home 
visits and a proposed date to take you to the 
adoption panel, to approve you as an adopter. 

This process can be intensive and will require a time 
commitment agreed by you and your allocated 
social worker, who will make a number of visits to 
your home. 

Your social worker will get to know you and your 
family and prepare a prospective adopters report 
which will include your suitability to adopt. 

We are not here to be judgmental and we will 
deal sensitively with the information that you 
give us. 

The Prospective Adopters Report; once complete 
will be taken to our adoption panel. You will be 
provided with a copy of the report prior to panel 
and are able to make comments on it. 

At panel we will discuss the information that your 
social worker has presented. You are invited to 
attend the panel along with your social worker. 

The adoption panel is made up of experts and 
experienced adopters who are independent of 
Luton Council. They make a recommendation as 
to your suitability to be an adoptive parent. It then 
goes to the Agency Decision Maker who will decide 
whether to endorse the recommendation of the 
panel, within seven working days. 

Once approved as an adopter the search for the 
right child now begins. 
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What happens next? 
Finding the right child for 
your family 
Your social worker will discuss possible children 
with you. Children come into the care system for 
many different reasons; all need safe, loving homes 
with people just like you. 

Contact with the birth family is an important aspect 
of adoption and each child will have a plan that 
outlines their contact needs usually through the 
exchange of letters, via the child’s adoption agency. 
Direct contact will be considered between siblings 
placed separately. 

If you are selected for a child and wish to proceed 
with the matching process you will have the 
opportunity to meet with the child’s foster carer 
and relevant professionals, including the medical 
advisor prior to attending panel. 

Once the right child has been found for your 
family and the child’s adoption agency has given 
its approval, there will be planned meetings where 
you and the child can get to know each other. This 
will progress to visits in your home where you will 
be supported by your social worker. 

We will continue to visit and support you until you 
are ready to apply to the court for the Adoption 
Order, any time after 10 weeks. Once the Adoption 
Order has been granted the child is legally adopted 
by you and you have full parental responsibility. 

Support 
What kind of support can I 
expect? 
We have an established and highly experienced 
team. Luton Council adopters are never expected 
to ‘go it alone’.  We know it is vital to ensure that 
adopters feel fully supported throughout this 
process. 

Post adoption support 
We continue to provide support to you after 
the Adoption Order has been granted and you 
have legally adopted the child. We recognise 
that every family is different and the support is 
tailored to meet each family’s needs. We offer 
a variety of support from ourselves and other 
organisations. i.e. on-going training, support 
groups, one to one support and a newsletter. We 
offer support with contact and have a dedicated 
post adoption support officer. 
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A new journey begins ... 
Adoption is challenging but also very rewarding. It really does change lives! 

How do I apply? 
Initial contact and 
information pack 
You can contact us by telephoning the adoption 
team on 01582 547804 or visit 
www.luton.gov.uk/adoption

 You will be sent an information pack. This will be 
followed by an information meeting at which the 
social worker will discuss adoption with you and 
your suitability to adopt. 

When you feel ready to formally start the process 
you will register interest with your chosen 
adoption agency. 

Although you can make contact with as many 
agencies as you like, you can only register one 
formal application to adopt. It is therefore 
important that you choose an adoption agency that 
you trust and feel comfortable with to take you 
through the adoption process. 

An agency can choose not to proceed with your 
application, as each agency will have its own 
priorities so do be prepared to speak to a number 
of agencies if you have to. 

www.luton.gov.uk/adoption
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Want to take things further? 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
If you have any questions about completing this form, 

please do not hesitate to contact us on 

01582 547804 or adoptions@luton.gov.uk 



Want to take things further? 
Date: 

Initial enquiry form 

Applicant information 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Applicant 1: Applicant 2: 

Full Name: 

Address: 

Telephone Number: 

Mobile Number: 

Email Address: 

Date of birth: 

Ethnicity: 

Religion: 

Nationality: 

Languages spoken: 

Occupation: 

Hours worked: 

Full time/Part time: FT PT FT PT 

Length of relationship: 

Relationship status: 
(circle answer) 

Single Co-Habiting Single Co-Habiting 

Married Civil Partnership Married Civil Partnership 

Specify particulars of children 
by birth, adoption or previous 
marriages 

Do you have a prosecution 
pending, or been cautioned by 
the police, or convicted at court 
of any offence? 

Do you have permanent 
residency in the UK? 

Are you currently involved in 
fertility treatment? 
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When did any fertility treatment 
start/end? 

Have you had a bereavement in 
the last 12 months? 

Yes No Yes No 

Have you previously applied to 
this or any other adoption agency 
or local authority? 

Yes No Yes No 

Do you know anyone that has 
adopted or is adopted? 

Yes No Yes No 

Accommodation: 
Do you own your own home? 

Would the child have their own 
room? 

Medical: 
Do you have any medical 
conditions (physical or mental 
health) which are current or you 
have previously experienced. 

Do you smoke? 
Number of cigarettes per day 

If recently stopped smoking-
when did you stop? 

Details regarding child/children you believe you could consider 

Age range: 
Pre-school Single child 

Primary school Siblings 

Number of children (circle) 1 2 3 4 

Gender (circle) Male Female Either 

Where did you hear about Luton Council Adoption team 

Luton Council website 

Internet search engine 

Family/friend 

Newspaper advert  (circle) Bedford Milton Keynes Hitchin 



    

Facebook 

Radio Advert 

Other 

Notes: 

Further information 

For official use only 
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Action taken: 

Initial telephone contact only: 

Information pack sent : Yes No 

Date pack sent: 

Referral taken by: 

Information given about Adoption events: Yes No 



 Thank you for taking the time to complete this 
14 form, we look forward to hearing from you. 

Now, just send it back to us. We will contact you very shortly. 
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Opening doors, 
transforming lives 

Think adoption! 
Think Luton! 

01582 547 804 Luton Council 
Adoption Team 

adoptions@luton.gov.uk Town Hall 
www.luton.gov.uk/adoption George Street 

Luton 
@lutoncouncil LU1 2BQ 
lutoncouncil 

JN: 173.5 

www.luton.gov.uk/adoption



