Types of Zoo Inspections
Periodic inspections

These are undertaken when a licence is in existence.

The authority will discuss with the operator about the inspection and give 28 days notice of the inspection.

Inspections will be undertaken:-

(a) For a new licence. Once during the first year and the second not later than 6 months before the end of year 4.

(b) For a renewed licence or fresh licence granted to the holder of an existing licence. Once during the third year and the second not later than 6 months before the end of year 6.

Who will carry out the inspections?

Three (3) inspectors appointed by the local authority who appear competent, including 1 vet and 2 inspectors nominated after consultation with the Secretary of State. (A zoo operator may ask for this number to be reduced.)
The zoo operator is notified of the names of the inspectors. The zoo operator can object to the local authority about any of the inspections. This objection may be upheld by the authority or the Secretary of State.
The zoo operator can have up to 3 representatives present; one of these might have to be the zoo's vet.
The inspectors will look at:

· Health, welfare and safety of public and animals including measures for prevention of escape, and the records kept under any site condition. 

· The report will be sent to the local authority who will notify the zoo operator of any recommendations within one month. The operator will be allowed to comment on the recommendations. 

Special inspections

May be undertaken by the local authority if it considers it necessary to do so because of:-
· A periodical report. 

· Any representations made to local authority or on behalf of a properly constituted body concerned with any aspect of the zoo management or its animal welfare. 

· An informal inspection. 

· Any other circumstances which will call for an investigation. 

The inspection will be by:-
· A Person or persons who appear to the local authority to be competent and who are authorised by the local authority to do so. 

· If it relates to the health of animals it must be a vet with experience of animals kept in a zoo. 

· Local authority must communicate to the inspector and the operator the purpose and scope of the inspection. 

Informal inspections

These are once in any calendar year where NO other inspection has been made and by an appointed person from this Council.

