
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LUTON DOMESTIC 

ABUSE STRATEGY 

2012 - 2015 

1

October 2012 v1 5



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   

  

      

 

  

   

   

     

    

    

   

    

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

Contents 

Introduction 

Our Vision and Purpose 

Our Strategic Priorities 

Underpinning Principles 

Strategic Commitment to Joint Working and Safeguarding 

Equality 

Integrated Service Provision 

Delivering Our Priorities 

Priority One: Victims 

Priority Two: Children and Young People 

Priority Three: Offender Management 

Priority Four: Community and Partners 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

Domestic Abuse Action Plan 

Evaluation 

Measuring Success 

Governance and Accountability 

2

October 2012 v1 5



 

 

 

            

           

          

           

 

          

             

            

           

      

 

 

           

          

            

             

          

            

  

           

          

         

           

         

        

    

        

         

           

         

          

          

             

         

  

Introduction 

This is the second Luton Domestic Abuse Strategy launched by soLUTiONs, Luton’s 

Community Safety Partnership (CSP) and outlines the aims and commitments of our 

member agencies across Luton over a three year period between 2012 and 2015 in 

relation to reducing domestic abuse and improving services for those affected by it. 

Key Improvements in multi agency approaches to Domestic Abuse 2010/12 

Since the publication of soLUTiON’s first domestic abuse strategy in 2010 the CSP is 

pleased to acknowledge a number of key improvements in both the provision of 

services for those affected by domestic abuse and the response of agencies in 

holding perpetrators accountable for their behaviour: 

Victims 

• Independent Domestic Violence Advisors work with high risk victims of 

domestic violence. Since 2010 we have increased the provision of IDVAs in 

Luton from two posts to five. We have also established a vulnerable victim’s 

worker to provide support to individuals who are not assessed as high risk. 

These posts are hosted by Victim Support and assist both male and female 

victims irrespective of whether a crime has been reported to the police or 

prosecution pursued. 

• We have increased specialist provision of services for victims of sexual 

violence. May 2011 saw the opening of The Emerald Centre, a dedicated 

centre providing extensive support to men and women aged 13 years and 

over who have been raped or sexually assaulted. There are also two 

Independent Sexual Violence Advocates (ISVAs) working across Luton and 

Bedfordshire and a dedicated helpline for victims of sexual violence 

operated by Luton Rape Crisis 

• The 2010/12 strategy committed to providing specific support and information 

for those concerned about forced marriage. Luton now has a dedicated 

forced marriage project run by the Luton All Women Centre which can 

provide help and support to those affected. Additionally Bedfordshire Police 

has two specially trained officers dealing solely with cases of forced marriage 

and honour based violence. All staff working in either the voluntary of 

statutory sector in Luton can access a range of training relating to forced 

marriage to ensure the workforce is informed and proactive about identifying 

and supporting victims. 
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Children and Young People 

• Since 2010 an increasing number of children and young people have been 

identified as living with domestic abuse, both through children’s safeguarding 

procedures and the MARAC process. This increased identification means that 

more support and help can be offered to children and their families to keep 

them safe from harm. Early identification in order to enable early intervention 

is pivotal in supporting children and young people and minimising risk of 

harm. To this end the Luton Safeguarding Children Board (LSCB) has 

advocated the introduction of routine enquiry across all agencies in Luton. 

• “It’s not fair” a project to raise awareness of forced marriage directly among 

children and young people and supported by the LSCB, commenced in one 

Luton high school in 2011 and is expected to extend across other schools over 

the next three years. Agencies in Luton continue to work together to identify 

young people at risk with the local authority making applications for Forced 

Marriage Protection Orders (FMPOs) on behalf of children and young people 

where necessary. 

• An increase in the range and availability of parenting programmes. Since the 

2010/12 strategy was published a number of new parenting programmes 

have launched in Luton. These include both Caring Dads, a programme for 

perpetrators of domestic abuse and Mellow Parenting, Mellow Bumps and 

Mellow Babies. These programmes are designed to increase the ability of 

parents to care for the emotional and physical needs of their children 

including recognising the negative impact on children of witnessing domestic 

abuse. 

• Stepping Stones (Luton) provides safe, secure, Ofsted registered free 

childcare for children aged 0-5 so that parents can access help and support. 

This service enables parents to access support within stepping stones such as 

group work, counselling, parenting programmes or attend key appointments 

such as social care, probation, court appointments, drug and alcohol 

services or housing and ensures that parents of young children are able to 

access services and support which in turn will help them to safeguard their 

children. 

Offender Management 

• Bedfordshire Police have launched a pilot project, working with partners 

across the CSP to actively target repeat domestic abuse perpetrators. The 

project, which is based on a model developed in Strathclyde, involves 
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Bedfordshire Police identifying known perpetrators and then working with 

partners to gather information and evidence relating to any criminal activity 

while simultaneously providing additional support to victims. This project has 

resulted in the successful prosecution of a number of offenders and aims to 

increase the confidence of victims who report to the police. 

• Luton Magistrates Court continues to operate a Specialist Domestic Violence 

Court (SDVC). Court staff are specifically trained to deal with cases of 

domestic abuse and special measures can be put in place to support both 

victims and witnesses. Independent Domestic Violence Advisors are always in 

attendance to provide additional support and to advocate on behalf of 

victims. 

Community and Partners 

• In January 2010 the Luton MARAC (Multi-Agency Risk Assessment 

Conference) process which identifies and supports high risk victims of 

domestic abuse, began a detailed quality assurance process led by Co-

ordinated Action Against Domestic Abuse (CAADA). Over the course of the 

quality assurance process the CSP received a series of reports from CAADA 

documenting the strengths of the MARAC and providing recommendations 

for further development. At the conclusion of the process in July 2011 the 

Luton MARAC received an outstanding report evidencing the strong 

partnership working and commitment to supporting victims. 

• The increase in the identification of MARAC cases reflects the growing 

knowledge and awareness of staff across agencies in Luton. This has been 

aided by an extensive programme of training managed by Luton Borough 

Council and delivered free of charge, by members of the Luton Domestic 

Abuse Forum. Additionally as part of the restructure of Bedfordshire Police, all 

frontline officers have received further training in responding to domestic 

abuse including the completion of domestic abuse risk assessments, to ensure 

that appropriate support can be offered to all victims. 

In addition to the new initiatives and developments listed above there has also been 

the continued provision of a wide range of services for those affected by domestic 

abuse. These include: 

• Four refuges based within Luton, operated by Luton Women’s Aid, including a 

dedicated Asian women’s refuge. In addition to providing accommodation 
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these services also provide support and information for both women and 

their children. 

• Provision of emergency accommodation by the local authority. 

• Homesafe and the Bobby Van; services which provide improved security 

measures for victims who wish to remain in their own home. These services 

are run in conjunction with the local authority and Bedfordshire Police and 

are provided free of charge. 

• Brenda House, a resource centre run by Luton Women’s Aid providing help, 

advice, information, internet access, personal belongings, activities and peer 

support and service user groups. 

• Luton All Women Centre offering support, counselling, training and support 

groups. 

• The Freedom Programme; a group based programme for women who have 

experienced domestic abuse, delivered by a range of agencies across 

Luton, allowing victims the choice to access this programme at a variety of 

different locations and times. 

Our Vision and Purpose 

National figures indicate that 1 in 4 women and 1 in 6 men1 will experience domestic 

abuse at some time during their life and for women with a disability the figure may 

be as high as 1 in 22. It accounts for 25% of all violent crime3 and is responsible for the 

death of an average of two women a week in the UK4. 

Children who witness domestic abuse experience more frequent behavioural and 

social problems than children growing up in non violent families5. Where domestic 

abuse is present in households with children research suggests that 90% of incidents 

will occur with children either present or in an adjoining room6. It is further estimated 

1 Source: British Crime Survey 

2 Source: Magowan (2003) 

3 Home Office (2004) 

4 Department of Health (2005) 

5 Source: National Offender Management Service (2008) 

6 Source Hughes (1992) 
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that around half of children living in households where there is domestic abuse will 

also be physically abused by the perpetrator7. 

Domestic Abuse is not a private matter within families it is a safeguarding issue in 

relation to children, young people and vulnerable adults and represents a serious 

threat to the safety and wellbeing of those involved. 

Consequently it is the responsibility of agencies to work together to safeguard both 

children and adults from the harm caused by domestic abuse and it is the purpose 

of this strategy to outline the steps that the CSP will take to fulfil that responsibility. 

Our vision is for all agencies and services in Luton to work together to prevent 

domestic abuse and to reduce its impact by providing high quality support and 

services for all women, men and children affected by domestic abuse and to ensure 

that those who perpetrate abuse are held accountable. 

Our Strategic Priorities 

Domestic abuse is a recognised priority in Luton’s Community Safety Partnership 

Plan, Health and Wellbeing Strategy and The Children and Young People Plan. This 

acknowledges the significance of domestic abuse for the people of Luton and 

reflects the findings of the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment which highlighted the 

impact of domestic abuse on those living in the town. A Domestic Abuse Problem 

Profile commissioned as part of the development of this strategy further identified 

the prevalence and impact of domestic abuse affected. These assessments 

evidence the need to build support around those affected by domestic abuse and 

have informed our strategic priorities below. 

Our strategic priorities for 2012/15 are: 

• To ensure the provision of high quality services and support to victims of 

domestic abuse, forced marriage and honour based violence. 

• To increase the awareness and understanding of children and young people, 

their parents and those who work with them of the impact on children of 

domestic abuse and to provide appropriate services to safeguard children 

from further harm and address the effects of domestic abuse. 

7 Source: Straus (1990) Stark and Flitcraft (1996) Bowker et al (1998) 
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• To promote a clear and consistent message that domestic abuse is not 

acceptable and to ensure that perpetrators are held responsible for their 

behaviour, and all possible action is taken to bring them to justice 

• To continue to develop the knowledge and awareness of both the local 

community and professionals working within partner agencies, of the impact 

and extent of domestic abuse, forced marriage and honour based violence 

and the services available to support victims. 

Our Commitments 

In order to deliver the priorities identified above the Community Safety Partnership 

has committed to: 

• The continued provision of the Multi- Agency Risk Assessment Conference 

(MARAC) process to provide support and intervention in high risk cases of 

domestic abuse to increase the safety of victims and children8. 

• Ensuring that all professionals working within the voluntary or statutory sector 

within Luton have access to high quality training regarding domestic abuse, 

risk assessment, MARAC and forced marriage. 

• Providing information about local and national services on the partnership 

website and ensuring all staff within statutory and voluntary agencies can 

signpost victims to appropriate services. 

• Maintaining the provision of IDVA support for high risk victims of domestic 

abuse to increase the safety of victims and reduce repeat victimisation9. 

8 Steel et al (2011) 

9 57% of victims experience complete or near cessation of abuse following IDVA support and 

76% report improved feelings of safety. Source: Safety in Numbers (2009) 
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• The continued provision of the Homesafe scheme to provide free additional 

security for victims who wish to remain in their homes. 

• Proactive policing of domestic abuse perpetrators to ensure that perpetrators 

are brought to justice and held accountable for their actions. 

• Working to establish a Community Based Perpetrator Programme for 

domestic abuse perpetrators who are not subject to court mandated 

programmes but who acknowledge and wish to address their behaviour. 

• Establishing and developing the soLUTiONs, Domestic Abuse Partnership; to 

highlight and co-ordinate community events and the work undertaken by 

local agencies to address domestic abuse. 

Underpinning Principles 

Strategic Commitment to Joint Working and Safeguarding 

It has long been recognised that domestic abuse is a complex and difficult issue 

which cannot be tackled in isolation and as such requires a coordinated partnership 

approach by all agencies involved. The strategy is therefore built upon a 

presumption of joint and collaborative working between partner agencies to 

develop and deliver services which provide support to victims and hold perpetrators 

accountable for their abusive behaviour. Working together it is the aim of agencies 

to prevent, intervene and reduce the impact and extent of domestic abuse, 

preventing repeat victimisation and increasing the safety and well being of those 

living it effects. 

As such this strategy does not sit in isolation but is intended to be delivered alongside 

other relevant national and local policies and strategies including the Government’s 

Violence Against Women and Girls Strategy, the soLUTiONs Community Safety 

Partnership Plan, the Family Poverty Strategy, the Children and Young People Plan, 

the Luton Alcohol Strategy and the Health and Wellbeing Strategy In particular the 

relationship and overlap between Community Safety and safeguarding procedures 

for both adults and children and young people is of particular significance. 

Consequently this strategy is developed on the principle of collaborative working 

with both Local Safeguarding Boards. This is to ensure both that the work undertaken 

9
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to address domestic abuse is consistent with broader safeguarding policies and also 

to ensure that the work of the safeguarding boards reflects local developments in 

relation to domestic abuse. 

It is also recognised that the economic climate has created a very different 

landscape and the way in which services are funded and commissioned has 

changed and will continue to change. As such the agencies committed to the 

delivery of this strategy will need to find innovative ways of funding services and 

working together to ensure that our objectives are achieved. This means not only 

working alongside other initiatives and developments but ensuring that we take 

every opportunity to integrate the objectives of this strategy with those of our wider 

partners to encourage a co-ordinated and holistic approach to addressing 

domestic abuse. 

This will be of particular importance as greater emphasis is placed on integrating 

services across Luton agencies to maximise efficiency and effectiveness. The 

Troubled Families Initiative in particular will see agencies working together to address 

a myriad of problems affecting families and individuals and as this model develops 

there should be significant opportunities to improve and develop services including 

those focussing on domestic abuse. 

In addition to ensuring co-ordinated delivery of local services we will also to continue 

to work with colleagues and partners in our neighbouring authorities to co-ordinate 

activity and policy. 

Joint working is fundamental to addressing domestic abuse not just because the 

complexities of domestic abuse mean no one agency can fully support a victim but 

also because domestic abuse is rarely an isolated factor. Where there is domestic 

abuse there is often drug and alcohol misuse10 , mental and physical health 

problems, child abuse or neglect11 , other criminality or unemployment12 . Therefore to 

successfully address any of these issues consideration must also be given to 

addressing domestic abuse and as a partnership we must be ready to demonstrate 

and evidence the benefits of doing so. 

Our ability to highlight the significance of domestic abuse and the impact it has, not 

only on individuals but also our communities and services is essential to ensuring that 

sufficient prominence is given to this issue. The election of Police and Crime 

10 Women experiencing domestic violence are 15 times more likely to abuse alcohol and 9 

times more likely to abuse substances then women in the general population. Source: 

Women’s Aid Federation website 

11 Bancroft and Silverman (2002) 

12 Luton Domestic Abuse Problem Profile (2012) 
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Commissioners in November 2012 will see further changes to how services are 

funded and it is clear that we will need to be in a position to demonstrate not only 

the need but also the benefits of funding domestic abuse services. 

Integrated Service Provision 

As with the previous Luton Domestic Abuse Strategy (2010/12) this strategy has 

identified priorities relating to victims, children and young people, offender 

management and the community and partners. 

However while this strategy references these groups as separate entities the 

Community Safety Partnership recognises the fundamental overlaps between these 

groups and acknowledges the impact that each has on the other and the need to 

address all of these areas in order to effectively address the issue of domestic abuse. 

In particular the Community Safety Partnership recognises the importance of co-

ordinated and integrated support for victims of domestic abuse alongside targeted 

work regarding perpetrators in order to manage any potential increase in risk that 

occurs as a result of challenging an abuser’s behaviour. 

This approach underpins many of the existing services and it is the ambition of the 

partnership to ensure that all current and developing services reflect this not only to 

provide cost effective services but in order to prevent the cycle of abuse continuing 

by preventing abusers moving on to new partners and children and young people 

forming abusive relationships of their own. 

In adopting a holistic approach to domestic abuse it is our aim to reduce its impact 

and prevent future harm. 

Evidence Based Practice 

It is a recognised principle of this strategy that effective Domestic Abuse intervention 

and support work will require a detailed analysis of the extent and impact of 

Domestic Abuse in Luton. The successful delivery of the strategy is therefore 

dependent upon building up an accurate picture of domestic abuse within Luton to 

provide information which can be used to inform current and future initiatives. 

The CSP acknowledges that, data collection and performance monitoring in relation 

to domestic abuse is problematic. Domestic abuse is known to be chronically under-

reported and a lack of consistency in definitions, reporting systems and software 

across agencies has failed to produce an end- to- end dataset which can be 

analysed and used effectively. 
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To this extent the CSP is committed to the collaborative production of domestic 

abuse performance data and the creation of a “problem profile” for the town. This 

will assist the Luton Domestic Abuse Strategy Group in identifying demand for 

services and will enable the group to prioritise interventions and projects based on 

need. 

This will also enable the CSP to evaluate and assess the effectiveness of our efforts to 

achieve our strategic priorities and objectives. 

Equality 

The Luton Domestic Abuse Strategic Group recognises that domestic abuse can 

affect anybody. We acknowledge that domestic abuse affects individuals and 

families across all ethnic backgrounds, religions, age, class and social backgrounds, 

sexualities and gender. It is a fundamental principle of this strategy that domestic 

abuse services are available to all victims of abuse and as such the diversity and 

specific needs of the communities and individuals of Luton will be considered in all 

service provision. 

To this effect the Domestic Abuse Strategic group will closely monitor all aspects of 

equalities and diversity data in relation to those accessing or requesting services 

(where this information is available) and is committed to working in partnership with 

relevant agencies and specialist organisations to address any evident inequalities. 

Delivering our Priorities 

Priority One: Victims 

• To ensure the provision of high quality services and support to victims of 

domestic abuse, forced marriage and honour based violence. 

We will provide appropriate support for victims and families living in or leaving 

abusive relationships, including specific support for those experiencing or concerned 

about forced marriage or honour based violence. 
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To support victims we will ensure the availability and accessibility of information for 

both victims and those assisting them including information relating to the use of 

civil and criminal remedies , benefits, refuge and housing provision, physical and 

mental health services and where appropriate drug and alcohol support services. 

As a partnership we will continue to provide a range of services that offer support 

and advice directly to victims including specialist Independent Domestic Violence 

Advisors for those victims considered to be high risk and a structured multi agency 

response for those considered to be at highest risk. 

We will provide a range of accommodation provisions for victims of domestic abuse 

who cannot remain in their own homes due to violence, including refuge provision 

and other emergency accommodation. Alternatively we will support victims who do 

not wish to leave their homes to improve the security of their property to increase 

their safety and minimise disruption to both themselves and any children. 

Furthermore we will continue to ensure that the voice of service users is heard when 

evaluating and developing support services by working with service providers to 

establish service user groups and ensuring representation of service users on the 

Luton Domestic Abuse Forum. 

Priority Two: Children and Young People 

• To increase the awareness and understanding of children and young people, 

their parents and those who work with them of the impact on children of 

domestic abuse and to provide appropriate services to safeguard children 

from further harm and address the effects of domestic abuse. 

As a partnership we acknowledge the prevalence of domestic abuse both within 

family units and within the intimate relationships of young people and recognise the 

devastating impact that domestic abuse can have on children and young people. 

We are therefore committed to providing appropriate help and support to children 

and young people affected by domestic abuse and will continue to develop 

proactive policies across all agencies to enable earlier recognition of both victims 
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and children living with domestic abuse and to ensure that staff are familiar and 

confident with the referral processes to safeguard children and young people. 

We are also committed to developing specialist services for children and young 

people affected by domestic abuse to support them in understanding domestic 

abuse and its impact on them. 

We will also continue to integrate and implement resources and services including 

family support work, team around the family and troubled families initiative, to help 

and protect children who are identified as living with domestic abuse including 

those living within refuges. 

We will work with children and young people to increase their awareness and to 

prevent domestic abuse by ensuring it is identified and recognised as unacceptable 

by both those who may perpetrate and those who may experience it. To achieve 

this we will work in partnership with schools and other children and young people’s 

services to address the issue of domestic abuse in a way which is accessible and 

recognisable to young people. As such we will seek to ensure domestic abuse in 

young people’s relationships is recognised as a form of bullying and appropriately 

addressed within the bullying agenda. 

Priority Three: Offender Management 

• To promote a clear and consistent message that domestic abuse is not 

acceptable and to ensure that perpetrators are held responsible for their 

behaviour, and all possible action is taken to bring them to justice 

As a partnership our vision is to ensure that all domestic abuse perpetrators are held 

accountable for the actions and brought to justice. To achieve this we recognise 

that we must ensure that victims are confident in reporting domestic abuse and that 

when abuse is reported the police and criminal justice process responds robustly. It is 

therefore our aim to increase reporting of domestic abuse incidents to enable 

action to be taken against perpetrators thereby reducing the levels of repeat 

victimisation and increasing the number of offenders brought to justice. 
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As part of a package of support to increase confidence and encourage victims to 

report we will continue to maintain the specialist domestic violence court enabling 

cases to be dealt with by specially trained legal professional and providing 

additional support for victims and witnesses. 

We will continue to develop and co-ordinate interventions to reduce re-offending 

including the proactive policing, the provision of mandatory and voluntary 

perpetrator programmes and parenting programmes to directly address the issue of 

abuse and hold perpetrators accountable for their abusive behaviour. 

Criminal Justice agencies across the partnership are also committed to working 

together to review training and procedures relating to evidence gathering in order 

to improve the opportunities for “victimless prosecutions” and to provide greater 

evidence against perpetrators of abuse. 

Priority Four: Community and Partners 

• To continue to develop the knowledge and awareness of both the local 

community and professionals working within partner agencies, of the impact 

and extent of domestic abuse, forced marriage and honour based violence 

and the services available to support victims. 

As a partnership we will work towards providing a workforce knowledgeable and 

confident in dealing with domestic abuse, forced marriage and honour based 

violence by ensuring that all staff working within voluntary or statutory agencies in 

Luton have access to appropriate training and information which highlights the 

issues of domestic abuse and identifies services available. We are also committed 

to ensuring that professionals in all agencies are trained to identify and respond 

appropriately to high risk cases of abuse initiating the appropriate multi agency 

responses to ensure victims and children are safeguarded. 

We will ensure that members of our community have access to information about 

services and will work to increase the awareness of the public regarding issues of 

domestic abuse, forced marriage and honour based violence. 

Our aim is to ensure that every member of our community feels able to report to 

agencies any experience of domestic abuse, forced marriage and honour based 

violence, with the confidence that the agency will respond professionally, promptly 

and appropriately. 
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Monitoring and Evaluation 

Domestic Abuse Action Plan 

This strategy represents the joint commitment of those agencies and stakeholders to 

address and challenge the issues of Domestic Abuse, Forced Marriage and Honour 

Based Violence within Luton. It is the vision of those agencies to create a community 

where Domestic Abuse in all its forms is no longer tolerated or accepted within our 

town. 

Central to the strategy will be an Action Plan, detailing the strategic priorities and 

identifying actions, outcomes and measures of success. The Action Plan will name 

agencies and individuals leading areas of work and will be regularly reviewed to 

ensure that the objectives and priorities of the strategy are being met. 

Responsibility for the coordination of the delivery of the Domestic Abuse Strategy 

and the implementation of the Action Plan will be led and monitored through the 

Luton Domestic Abuse Strategic Group which includes lead representatives of the 

partnership agencies. 

The Luton Multi-Agency Domestic Abuse Forum and its respective project groups will 

also play a vital role in the development and implementation of objectives and will 

ensure that joint working remains a key principle of the strategy and its 

implementation 

Evaluation 

In order to ensure that the strategy is effective and the objectives delivered the 

strategy will be subject to ongoing monitoring and evaluation by the Luton Domestic 

Abuse Strategic Group. The group will also respond to existing internal and external 

evaluations and quality assurance procedures and where necessary initiate ongoing 

evaluations of Domestic Abuse services including the Independent Domestic 

Violence Advisor (IDVA) role, the Specialist Domestic Violence Court (SDVC) and 

Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARAC). 

These evaluations will be used to ensure that domestic abuse services and resources 

are being utilised most effectively and that issues of performance are addressed 

promptly and decisively. This will ensure that victims and survivors of domestic abuse 

receive the best possible service and that public confidence in the response of 

agencies to incidents of domestic abuse continues to increase. 

To this effect the strategy also recognises the importance of communicating with 

the public the work that is done by agencies to address domestic abuse. This is 

reflected in the objectives of the strategy to not only promote awareness of 

domestic abuse and its impact but also to raise awareness of the resources and 
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support available and the commitment of agencies across Luton to challenge and 

address abuse in all its forms. 

Measuring Success 

The Luton Domestic Abuse Strategic Group will routinely monitor the delivery of the 

Domestic Abuse Strategy and Action Plan throughout its three year lifespan. In doing 

so it will look not only to see actions completed but for evidence of the impact those 

actions are making. 

Over the course of the strategy the Domestic Abuse Strategic Group will therefore 

commission qualitative evaluations of services to evaluate the success of these 

services in achieving our vision to prevent domestic abuse and reduce its impact. In 

doing so we will consider not only the extent to which services are reducing repeat 

victimisation but also the impact on victims, in particular whether victims feel safer. 

Governance and Accountability 

The Luton Domestic Abuse Strategic Group is a Multi- Agency body consisting of 

senior representatives from statutory and voluntary agencies. 

The group currently chaired by Gerry Taylor, Director of Public Health meets quarterly 

and reports to directly to the Community Safety Executive with close links to the 

respective Local Safeguarding Boards for both Children and Adults. 

Since April 2011 Community Safety Partnerships are under a statutory obligation to 

conduct Independent Domestic Homicide Reviews should a domestic abuse 

related homicide occur. The Luton Community Safety Partnership and its member 

agencies are committed to public accountability and as such have determined to 

publish the findings of any subsequent review on the Community Safety Partnership 

website. 
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List of Partners 

The agencies committed to addressing domestic abuse in Luton and delivering the 

objectives of this strategy include: 

• Alcohol Services for the Community 

• Bedfordshire Police 

• Bedfordshire Probation Trust 

• CAN Luton 

• Cambridgeshire Community Services 

• Crown Prosecution Service 

• Independent Domestic Violence Advisory Service 

• Local Criminal Justice Board 

• Luton All Women’s Centre 

• Luton Borough Council 

• Luton and Dunstable Hospital Trust 

• Luton Safeguarding Adults Board 

• Luton Safeguarding Children Board 

• Luton Youth Offending Service 

• Luton Rape Crisis 

• National Health Service Luton 

• Safer Luton Partnership 

• SEPT South Essex Partnership Trust 

• Stepping Stones (Luton) 

• Victim Support 

• Women’s Aid in Luton 
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