
Luton Borough Council

Changes to Putteridge Infant School & Putteridge Junior School

Part 1: Discontinuation of Putteridge Junior School (Community School) so that a primary school can be established

Notice is given in accordance with section 15(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 that Luton Borough Council, Town Hall, Luton, LU1 2BQ intends to discontinue Putteridge Junior School (Community School), Putteridge Road, Luton, LU2 8HJ from 31 August 2011.

It is proposed that pupils will transfer to Putteridge Infant School, which will become a primary school, with an extended age range of 4-11 (see Part 2).  Parents may also apply for a place at another school if they wish.

Any provision for pupils with Special Educational Needs currently attending the Junior school will continue to be provided in the newly established primary school.  The current Borough Transport Policy will continue to apply.  It is assumed that most children will walk or cycle to school.
The discontinuation of Putteridge Junior School is dependant on approval of proposals to make a prescribed alteration to enlarge Putteridge Infant School to create an all-through primary school.

Part 2: Prescribed changes to Putteridge Infant School (Community School) so that it becomes a primary school

Notice is given in accordance with section 19(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 that Luton Borough Council, Town Hall, Luton, LU1 2BQ intends to make a prescribed alteration to Putteridge Infant School (Community School), Putteridge Road, Luton, LU2 8HJ from 1 September 2011 by:

1) changing the age range of the school

2) an enlargement of the premises

The current age range of the school is 4-7 years.  The proposed age range will be 4-11 years.
The current capacity of the school is 270 and the proposed capacity will be 630.  The current number of pupils registered at the school is 270. The current admission number for the school is 90 and the proposed admission number will be 90. The proposed increase in capacity at the Infant School would be achieved by utilising the premises of the Junior School.

I confirm that all the statutory consultation requirements have been complied with.

Part 1 & Part 2 are interdependent

This Notice is an extract from the complete proposals.  Copies of the complete proposals can be obtained from Luton Borough Council’s website at: www.luton.gov.uk/consultationsoneducation or a copy can be requested from Deborah Smith on 01582 548041 or by writing to: Mrs Deborah Smith, Planning & Admissions Officer, 4th Floor Unity House, 111 Stuart Street, Luton, LU1 5NP.

Representations

Within six weeks from the date of publication of these proposals any person may object to or make comments on the proposal by sending them to Mrs Deborah Smith, Planning & Admissions Officer, 4th Floor Unity House, 111 Stuart Street, Luton, LU1 5NP.
Signed: Martin Pratt: Corporate Director – Children & Learning
Publication Date: 1 May 2011
These proposals have been published by Luton Borough Council and relate to Putteridge Infant and Putteridge Junior Schools, Putteridge Road, Luton, LU2 8HJ.  Putteridge Infant & Junior Schools are community schools, maintained by Luton Borough Council.

Implementation:

It is proposed to implement the proposals to close Putteridge Junior School on 31st August 2011 and for Putteridge Infant School to reopen as a primary school on 1st September 2011.

Putteridge Junior School would close and Putteridge Infant School would expand to take over the buildings and capacity of the Junior School and become an all-through primary school.  Proposals to close Putteridge Junior School are dependant on proposals to make a prescribed alteration to enlarge Putteridge Infant School being approved.

Objections & Comments:

Any objections to, or comments on, the proposals should be put in writing and addressed to:

Mrs Deborah Smith

Planning & Admissions Officer

4th Floor Unity House

111 Stuart Street

Luton, LU1 5NP

The objection period for these proposals is 6 weeks.  The closing date for objections is therefore 12th June 2011.

Consultation:

All applicable statutory requirements in relation to the proposals to consult have been complied with.

The following people/organisations were consulted before publication of these proposals:

· Governors of both schools.

· Staff at both Putteridge Infant and Junior Schools.

· Parents/carers of children attending Putteridge Infant or Junior Schools.

· Prospective parents.

· Trade Union representatives.

· MPs.

· Ward Councillors.

· Local pre-schools and nurseries.

· Governing bodies of neighbouring schools.

A copy of the consultation document is attached at Appendix A.

Minutes of the public consultation meeting are attached to these proposals (see Appendix B).

A summary of responses to the consultation is appended to these proposals (See Appendix C).

Alteration Description:

It is proposed to make a prescribed alteration to Putteridge Infant School and to close Putteridge Junior School.  The prescribed alteration will mean an increase in the age range for Putteridge Infant School, which will become an all-through primary school and encompass the building of the former junior school.

The current capacity of Putteridge Infant School is 270.  The proposed capacity is 630.   The Published Admission Number (PAN) of 90 will remain the same.  There are currently 270 pupils on the roll of Putteridge Infant School.  The infant school will expand sufficiently to accommodate all children in the Junior School.  

Objectives:

The objectives of these proposals are to create an all-through primary school in the existing premises of Putteridge Infant & Junior Schools under the leadership of a single Headteacher.

Standards and Diversity & Impact on the Community:

The amalgamation is proposed to raise the achievement and standards of pupils attending both schools.

Since 1999, 18 primary schools have been created in Luton following the amalgamation of infant and junior schools.  The advantages of primary schools include:

· Improved continuity of learning and development aided by pupils not having to change school at the end of Year 2.  A single teaching and learning policy supported by a common approach to assessment and the tracking of pupil progress will result in more consistent expectations. 

· The dip in progress, often evident, between the end of Year 2 and the end of Year 3 is less pronounced in primary schools than in separate infant and junior schools.

· Creating a new primary school also offers better continuity to pupils in terms of curriculum and the school ethos.

· There is an increased opportunity to share resources and expertise across Key Stage 1 (infant) and Key Stage 2 (junior).

· The development of a primary school will assist with the recruitment and retention of staff.  Nationally, the majority of schools cover the whole primary phase and generally teachers find posts in primary schools more attractive as they offer better career development opportunities.  A larger school, covering the full primary age range, offers an improved chance to retain staff as there are greater opportunities to develop them within the school.

Need for Places:

Pupils who would be displaced by the closure of Putteridge Junior School will automatically be transferred to the roll of Putteridge Primary School, as there will be no change in the overall number of school places available.   Pupils due to join the Reception Year at Putteridge Infant School in September 2011 will be added to the roll of Putteridge Primary School.  Pupils currently in Year 2 will transfer to the new Primary School if they have been allocated a place at Putteridge Junior School in the junior school transfer round.

Current School Information & Age Range

Putteridge Infant School currently caters for children aged 4-7.

Putteridge Junior School currently caters for children aged 7-11.

Under the proposed changes, the Junior School will close and the Infant School will expand to cater for children aged 4-11.

The school will remain a co-educational community school.

The current Number on roll at the Infant School is: 270 (Years R-2)

The current capacity of the Infant School is: 270

The current Number on roll at the Junior School is: 336 (Years 3-6)

The current capacity of the Junior School is: 360

The proposed capacity of the primary school is: 630

Displaced Pupils:

Pupils currently on the roll of the Junior School will automatically transfer to the roll of the new primary school, except Year 6 pupils who will transfer to their allocated high school or academy.  

Travel & Transport

As the new primary school will be on the existing site of the current infant and junior schools, no additional transport arrangements will be made.  Luton Borough Council’s Home to School Transport Policy continues to apply.

Project Costs:

The Council will contribute £115k towards the capital costs of amalgamation.  Governors will decide how this funding can be spent to best support the transformation to a single primary school.

Related Proposals:

The discontinuation of Putteridge Junior School is dependant on approval of proposals to make a prescribed alteration to enlarge Putteridge Infant School to create an all-through primary school.

