Leagrave Primary School

Notice is given in accordance with section 19(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 that Luton Borough Council, Town Hall, Luton, LU1 2BQ intends to make a prescribed alteration to Leagrave Primary School (Community School), Strangers Way, Luton, LU4 9ND from 01 September 2011.

It is proposed to enlarge the School by adding additional accommodation.

The current capacity of the School is 420 and the proposed capacity will be 840.  The current number of pupils registered at the School is 410. The current admission number for the School is 60.  The enlargement of the school premises will ensure that the School can accommodate 120 pupils at the Year R intake point.  It is proposed that for the 2011 intake only that the School expand sufficiently to be able to admit 180 pupils.

This Notice is an extract from the complete proposal. Copies of the complete proposal can be obtained from Deborah Smith by telephoning 548041 or by writing to the Planning & Admissions Team, 4th Floor Unity House, 111 Stuart Street, Luton LU1 5NP. Alternatively, the complete proposal can be viewed on-line at www.luton.gov.uk/consultationsoneducation 

Within four weeks from the date of publication of these proposals, any person may object to, or make comments on, the proposal by sending them to Mrs Deborah Smith, Planning & Admissions Officer, 4th Floor Unity House, 111 Stuart Street, Luton, LU1 5NP.

Signed: Martin Pratt – Corporate Director, Children & Learning Department

Publication Date: 22nd May 2011.

Proposals for the Expansion of Leagrave Primary School
These proposals have been published by Luton Borough Council, Town Hall, Luton, LU1 2BQ and relate to Leagrave Primary School, Strangers Way, Luton, LU4 9ND.  Leagrave Primary School is a Community School, maintained by Luton Borough Council.

Implementation:

It is proposed to expand the capacity of Leagrave Primary School by utilising the premises of the Luton Learning Resource Centre (formerly an infant school building).

The expansion is needed to accommodate 120 pupils at the Year R intake point.

The current Admission Number is 60.  The expansion of the school premises is required to allow 120 pupils to be admitted into the Reception Year from September 2012.  For the September 2011 Year R intake only, it is proposed to admit up to 180 pupils into Year R.  Therefore, the School will be expanded over a seven year period, via larger Reception Year intakes.

Objections and comments:

Any objections to, or comments on, the proposals should be put in writing and addressed to:

Mrs Deborah Smith

Planning & Admissions Officer

4th Floor Unity House

111 Stuart Street

Luton, LU1 5NP

The period for comments on, or objections to, the proposals is four weeks from the date of publication.  The closing date for objections is therefore 19th June 2011.

Alteration description:

The former Leagrave Infant School premises (currently Luton Learning Resource Centre) will be utilised as part of the school expansion.  Some accommodation within the existing primary school building will be remodeled.  Consideration is also being given to utilising accommodation currently occupied by the Orchard Centre when this facility is relocated in September 2013.

School capacity:

The current capacity of Leagrave Primary School is 420

The proposed permanent capacity of Leagrave Primary School is 840

The current number of children on roll at Leagrave Primary School is 410

Objectives:

The objective of these proposals is to provide additional school places and meet the needs of Luton’s growing pupil population.  The proposed expansion will help to ensure that school places are available for families.

Consultation:

All applicable statutory consultation requirements have been complied with.

The following people/organisations were consulted before the publication of these proposals:

· Governing Body of Leagrave Primary School

· Staff at Leagrave Primary School

· Parents & Prospective Parents

· Trade Union Representatives

· Local residents

· MPs and Ward Councillors

· Governing Bodies of neighbouring maintained schools

· Early Years Development and Childcare Partnership

· Local pre-schools and nurseries.

The Council received 21 written responses to the consultation.  Of the responses received, 17 (81%) fully or partially supported the proposals and 4 objected. 

Of the comments received, the majority related to concerns over the increased traffic around the school.  One respondent was pleased to see the provision made for dropping off children outside the school.

Some respondents also expressed concerns over organisation within the school (e.g. class sizes and support staff numbers) and losing the more personal feel they have with a smaller school.

Project costs:

The first phase of this project will cost approximately £500k which will be funded from Luton Borough Council’s allocation of Basic Need Capital Funding allocated by the Department for Education.  The Council is seeking Basic Need Capital Funding for the subsequent building phases.

Need for additional places:

Demand for school places across the town is high and some children are unable to gain a place at a local school.  At the time of publication, Leagrave Primary School had only 8 vacancies across four year groups; three year groups were full; two with waiting lists for places.  

Luton has a growing primary school population.  The pupil projections indicate that the primary population will grow by 2870 pupils between September 2010 and 2014 – this is a 15% growth in pupil numbers within four years.  The pressure on school places is most intense at the Reception Year (Year R) intake point.  The number of pupils requiring a place in Year R is projected to grow by 482 pupils between September 2010 and 2014 – this is a 16% growth within four years.  If the Council does not create new primary school places there will not be enough places for all of Luton’s children.

In the academic year 2007/08, 111 pupils were born to parents living in the School’s catchment area; these children are due to start school in September 2012.

